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the latter could not be induced to face it, and sweep ahead of
the ships in " B " line.

Two pairs of trawlers got out their sweeps immediately ahead
of " A " line and commenced to sweep up stream; they exploded
three mines,* which were evidently in the Nousret line, but
coming under fire abreast of Whitediffs, they turned and ran out
of the Straits, in spite of all the efforts of the Commander in the
picket boat leading them to drive them back. The other pair
left earlier in. the proceedings without sweeping.

At 4.11 p.m. the Inflexible reported having struck a mine on
the starboard side; she quitted the line with a considerable
list to starboard and down by the bows and steamed out of the
Straits towards Tenedos.

At 4.14 it was noticed that the Irresistible was listing and flying
a green flag at her starboard yard arm, which indicated that
she had been torpedoed on her starboard side. As we could
not get any reply to our signals and she was apparently unable >
to move, the Admiral ordered the Wear to dose her and find
out what was the matter. At the same time he signalled to
the Irresistible to proceed out of the Straits if able to do so,
and to the Ocean to prepare to take her in tow if necessary.

We watched the Wear go alongside, and to our consternation
saw her returning crowded with men. At 4.50 she came
alongside the Queen Elizabeth with 28 officers and 582 men;
the only executive officer was a senior lieut.-commander, who
reported that the Irresistible had struck a mine, and that the
captain and all the other executive officers had remained on
board with ten selected volunteers, to assist the officers to
prepare the ship for towing and to tend the hawsers.

When the enemy saw her plight, the batteries in the Inter-
mediate Area, which had been silent for a long time, opened
fire on her, and there were several dead and 18 wounded
on board the Wear. While the latter were being removed,
the Admiral and I discussed the situation, and agreed that there
was nothing more to be done that day. A number of floating
mines had been destroyed by the picket boats, and it seemed
to us that the Bowet's loss might possibly have been caused by
one, and that the mines struck by the Inflexible and Irresistible
might be floating mines, or some form of L6on mines released

* This "was not teportcd to the Admiial until the next day.